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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


Registration of deaths is the responsibility of individual State 
and Territory Registrars and is based on the data provided on 
a death registration form filled out by a funeral director anda 
medical certificate of cause of death form supplied by a 
doctor or coroner. This information is the basis of the data 
provided to the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) for 
processing and production of death statistics. 


PURPOSE 


ABS death statistics are based on events registered in 
respective jurisdictions, with information provided by the state 
and territory Registrars of Births, Death and Marriages 
(RBDM). Australian death statistics are used as an input into 
the production of quarterly estimates of natural increase as a 
component of population change in the calculation of 
population estimates. Death statistics are also used in the 
analysis of mortality in Australia. Trends in mortality are used 
in the development of assumptions on future levels of 
mortality for population projections. 


The primary uses of Australian population estimates are in 
the determination of seats in the House of Representatives 
for each state and territory, as well as in distribution of 
Australian Government funds to state, territory and local 
governments. Population estimates are also used for a wide 


range of government, business and community decisions, 
both directly and indirectly, by contributing to a range of other 
social and economic indicators. 


SCOPE 
SCOPE 


Inclusions 

i. All deaths being registered for the first time. 

ii. Deaths in Australia of temporary visitors to Australia. 

ii. Deaths occurring within Australian Territorial waters. 

iv. Deaths occurring in Australian Antarctic Territories or other 
external territories. 

v. Deaths occurred on Norfolk Island from 1 July 2016 are 
included. This is due to the introduction of the Norfolk Island 
Legislation Amendment Act 2015. Norfolk Island deaths are 
included in statistics for ‘Other Territories' as well as totals for 
all of Australia. Deaths occurring on Norfolk Island prior to 1 
July 2016 are not in scope for Deaths statistics. 

vi. Deaths occurring in transit (i.e. on ships or planes) if 
registered in the State of "next port of call”. 

vii. Deaths of Australian Nationals overseas who were 
employed at Australian legations and consular offices (ie 
deaths of Australian diplomats while overseas) where able to 
be identified. 

viii. Deaths that occurred in earlier reference periods that have 
not been previously registered (late registrations). 


Exclusions 

i. Still births/ foetal deaths (these are accounted for in 
Perinatal deaths). 

ii. Repatriation of human remains of decedents whose death 
occurred overseas. 

ii. Deaths overseas of foreign diplomatic staff (where these 
are able to be identified). 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


Deaths are a component of population growth. See 
Demographic Estimates and Projections: Concepts, Sources 
and Methods, Statistical Concepts Library on the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics website Publication No 3228. 


Main outputs 


Main output is annual data. Variables include - age at death, 
sex, marital status, country of birth, duration of residence, 
month and year of occurrence, year of registration, usual 
residence of deceased, state of registration, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander deaths. 


Classifications 


Australian Statistical Geography Standard (ASGS) for Usual 
Residence 

Standard Australian Classification of Countries (SACC) for 
Country of Birth 


Other concepts (summary) 

Age specific death rate 

Crude death rate 

Standardised death rate 
Indirect standardised death rate 
Infant death 

Infant mortality rate 

Life expectancy 

Estimated resident population 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Other (specify below) 
Comments and/or Other Regions 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 


Northern Territory 

ACT 

Greater Capital City Statistical Areas (GCCSA) 
Rest of State 

Statistical Area Level 4 (SA4) 

Statistical Area Level 3 (SA3) 

Statistical Area Level 2 (SA2) 

Local Governments Areas 

Remoteness Areas 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 

Annually 

Frequency comments 

Information is collected from the relevant Registrars of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages on a monthly basis. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics - ABS (previously the 
Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics), has had 
responsibility to produce population estimates since it's 
establishment, and deaths have been an integral part of this 
process. State and National deaths data date back to at least 
1860, while death data are available in electronic form on an 
annual basis from 1964. Each State/Territory office of ABS 
was responsible for the collection and processing of deaths 
data registered with that State/Territory up until 1996, when 
this function was centralised in the Queensland office of the 
ABS. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
23/08/2018 02:09 PM 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


This survey collected information on 3 population groups: people 
aged 60 years and over, people with disabilities and their carers. 
There are other sources of information about services provided to 
these groups, but this survey is the only source of information on the 
assistance requirements of those groups, the extent to which these 
requirements are met, and the characteristics of those with unmet 
need. It also provides information on participation in economic and 
community activities. The survey is the major source of national 
statistics on carers and primary carers: numbers and characteristics 
of carers, care relationships, activities for which informal care is 
provided, and, for primary carers, support available and required, and 
the effects of the caring role on their lives. 


PURPOSE 


Data were collected to enable government departments and 
community groups to plan for the future and develop relevant 
policies. The size and distribution of groups eligible for assistance 
under different program legislation is used by the Department of 
Health and Ageing, and Department of Families, Housing, 
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs as the basis for 
allocating and distributing program funds to State governments, and 
by State and Territory departments for service planning and fund 
distribution. 


SCOPE 


Output scope 
Persons in both urban and rural areas in all states and territories, 


living in both private and non-private dwellings (including persons in 
cared-accommodation), but excluding: 


e diplomatic personnel of overseas governments 

e persons whose usual residence was outside Australia 

e members of non-Australian defence forces (and their 
dependents) stationed in Australia 

e persons living in very remote areas. 


Process coverage 
Is the same as the output scope for person estimates except for the 


following discrepancies: 


e persons living in Indigenous communities in non-very remote 
areas 

e persons living in boarding schools 

e persons living in gaols or correctional institutions. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


The Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers provides information 
about the presence of long term health conditions leading to 
impairment, limitation or restriction in the context of the person's 
environment. It uses as its conceptual bases the definitions of 
disability used by the World Health Organisation (WHO) in the 
International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health 2001 
(ICF). It provides a measure of a person's ability to perform Activities 
of Daily Living (ADLs) of self-care, mobility and communication, plus 
health care; and the instrumental activities of daily living (IADLs), 
home help, home maintenance, meal preparation, transport, self 
management and personal business affairs. Education and 
employment limitations are included. In 2003 information was 
collected on cognitive and emotional support. For those identified as 
having a disability the survey measures need for assistance and 
severity of specific limitations or restrictions (profound, severe, 
moderate, or mild core activity restrictions, or restricted participation 
in schooling and employment with or without core activity restriction 
or limitation). Assessment of need for assistance (because of 
disability) in the above activities, and the level to which this need is 


met, allows for a measure of unmet need. 


Main outputs 
Main data items 


All persons - Disability status, age, sex, state or territory of usual 
residence, household and family variables. 


All persons 15 years and over in households - educational 
attainment, current study, labour force status, income and main 
source of income, tenure type. 


Persons with a disability - Need for and receipt of assistance, 
activities for which assistance needed, frequency of need, providers 
of assistance, employment and schooling restrictions, long-term 
health conditions, main health condition, impairment, activities in 
which difficulty experienced, ability to use, use and availability of 
public transport, participation in community activities, destination of 
journeys in previous fortnight, and mode of transport of most recent 
trip, use of concession cards for travel, whether has current drivers 
licence and frequency of driving. 


Older persons - Activities for which help was needed, community 
participation, ability to use, availability and use of public transport, 
destination of journeys in previous fortnight, and mode of transport of 
most recent trip, use of concession cards for travel, whether has 
current drivers licence and frequency of driving. 


Primary carers - type of care provided, duration of care and hours 
spent caring, support available, impact of caring role on labour force 
participation, relationships and well-being. 


All carers - in - or ex-household care, type of care provided within 
household, age, sex and relationship of in-household recipients, type 
of restriction and main long-term condition of in-household recipients. 


Main outputs 
A summary publication, a user guide, and some thematic table sets: 


Disability, Ageing and Carers: Summary of Findings (cat. no. 4430.0) 
Disability, Ageing and Carers: User Guide (cat. no. 4431.0.55.001) 
Caring in the Community table set (cat. no. 4430.0.55.003 and 
4430.0.55.004) 


Disability and Long-Term Health Conditions table set (cat. no. 
4430.0.55.001 and 4430.0.55.002) 

Standard table sets for States and Territories 
Confidentialised unit record file 

Information on the Internet. 


Classifications 
The collection specific classifications used in this survey are: 


e Disability status 

e Carer status 

e Activity intensity of need, frequency of need, type of provider, 
and extent to which needs met. 


Other concepts (summary) 
Need for assistance relates to persons who have a disability or are 


aged 60 years and over, and who need help with specified activities 
because of their age or condition. 


Unmet need for assistance relates to persons who have a disability or 
are aged 60 years and over, and who need help. A person is 
considered to have an unmet need if he/she requires help but is not 
receiving it, or the help received is insufficient to satisfy the person's 
needs for a specific activity 


Disability 


Disability was defined as the presence of one or more specified 
limitations, restrictions or impairments which had lasted, or was likely 
to last, for a period of 6 months or more. The specified limitations, 
restrictions or impairments were: 


e loss of sight (not corrected by wearing glasses or contact lenses) 
loss of hearing, that restricted communication or resulted in the 
use of an aid 

speech difficulties 

chronic or recurring pain or discomfort causing restriction 
shortness of breath or breathing difficulties causing restriction 
blackouts, fits, or loss of consciousness 

difficulty learning or understanding 

incomplete use of arms or fingers 

difficulty gripping or holding things 

incomplete use of feet or legs 

a nervous or emotional condition causing restriction 

a restriction in physical activities or in doing physical work 

a disfigurement or deformity 

mental illness or condition requiring help or supervision 
long-term effects of head injury, stroke or other brain damage 


causing restriction 

e receiving treatment or medication for another long-term condition 
or ailment, and still restricted in everyday activities 

e any other long-term condition resulting in a restriction. 


Disability status 


Has disability and profoundly limited in core activities 

Has disability and severely limited in core activities 

Has disability and moderately limited in core activities 

Has disability and mildly limited in core activities 

Has disability and not limited in core activities but 

restricted in schooling or employment 

e Has disability and not limited or restricted in core activities, 
schooling or employment 

e Has along term health condition without disability 

e Has no long term health condition. 


Core activity limitation 


Core activity limited was identified if a person had a limitation in 
performing certain specific tasks associated with the activities of daily 
living listed below, because of their disability. 


e Self-care: showering, bathing, dressing, eating, toileting, bladder 
or bowel control. 

e Mobility: moving around away from the home/establishment, 
moving around at home/establishment, getting into or out of a 
bed/chair, walking 200 metres, walking up or down stairs without 
a handrail, using public transport, or bending to pick up 
something from the floor. 

e Communication: understanding or being understood by 
strangers/family/friends in the person's native language. 


Specific limitation restriction 


Specific limitation or restriction corresponds with the concept of 
‘handicap’ used in previous disability surveys and includes core 
activity limitations and: 


e Schooling: unable to attend school, attended a special school, 
attended special classes at an ordinary school, needed time off 
school or had difficulty at school because of a disability. 

e Employment: permanently unable to work, restricted in the type 
of work could do, often needed time off work, restricted in the 
number or hours could work, would require an employer to make 
special arrangements, or limited in prospects of 
obtaining/keeping/changing jobs. 


Level of severity of limitation 


Four levels of severity (profound, severe, moderate and mild) were 
determined in the survey for each of the three areas of core activity 


limitation: self-care, mobility and communication. These levels were 
based on the person's ability to perform tasks relevant to these three 
areas and on the amount of help required. For each area of core 
activity limitation the levels of severity are as follows: 


e Profound - personal help or supervision always required 
(households) or occupant cannot perform tasks without help or 
supervision (establishments) 

e Severe - personal help or supervision sometimes required. In 
establishments severe handicap was only determined for verbal 
communication. 

e Moderate - no personal help or supervision required but the 
person has difficult in performing one or more of the tasks 

e Mild - no personal help or supervision required and no difficulty in 
performing any of the specified tasks but the persons uses an 
aid. In addition (for the household component only) any person 
having difficulty with walking 200 metres, walking up and down 
stairs without a handrail, or picking up an object from the floor 
was determined to have a mild handicap. 

People with a schooling or employment restriction also had a specific 
limitation or restriction, but the level of severity was not determined. 


The highest level of severity in any one of the areas of self-care, 
mobility or communication determines the severity of total limitation. 


Carer status 


e Primary carer and other carer 

e Primary carer only 

e Carer but not a primary carer 

e Not acarer 
A Primary Carer is a person who confirms that they provide the most 
informal care on a regular basis to a person needing assistance with 
self-care, mobility or communication because of disability or old age. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 

Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 

Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Statistical Division 

Statistical Subdivision 

Section of State 

Part of State Metropolitan 

Part of State Extra-Metropolitan 
Comments and/or Other Regions 


The survey covers persons in both urban and rural areas in all states 
and territories, except for those living in very remote areas. The 
exclusion of these persons will only have a minor impact on any 
aggregate estimates that are produced for individual states and 
territories, with the exception of the Northern Territory where such 
persons account for over 20% of the population. 


Data for individual Statistical Local Areas (SLAs) cannot be released, 
but if clients wish to specify their own aggregations of SLAs, limited 
data can be provided on that basis. Data for other regions (for 
example according to categories of the Accessibility and Remoteness 
Index for Australia (ARIA), or similar) may also be available. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
3 Yearly 


Frequency comments 


There were 7 years between the Survey of Handicapped Persons 
(1981) and the Survey of Disabled and Aged persons (1988). 
Subsequent Surveys of Disability, Ageing and Carers (1993, 1998, 
2003 and 2009) have been conducted on either a five or six yearly 
cycle. The next survey is due to be run in 2015. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


Disability information was first collected in a Monthly Population 
Survey (MPS) supplementary survey in 1967, and twice more as an 
MPS supplementary through the 70's. It was later collected ina 
series of Special Supplementary Surveys in 1981, 1988, 1993, 1998 
and 2003, expanding its populations of interest in 1988 to include 
older people and principal carers. Following consultation with users, 
changes to the criteria for identifying disability were made to the 1998 
and 2003 SDACs. 


In 2009, a change was made to the identification of the primary carer 
population. In 2003, primary carers were identified by asking a 
responsible adult to complete screening questions on behalf of the 
household, as to whether anyone provided assistance with 
communication, mobility or self-care to members of the household. 
The identified person was then personally interviewed and asked to 
confirm that the nominated recipient of that care was the person they 


provided the most care for. If they indicated that this was the case, 
they were recorded as a 'primary carer’. The person who was 
receiving the care did not contribute to the identification process. In 
2009, this identification process was expanded to include members of 
the household who the recipient of care identified as their main care 
provider. 


The survey is now on a six yearly cycle, with the next collection due 
in 2015. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
Publication - Disability, Ageing and Carers, Australia: Summary of 


Findings (cat. no. 4430.0) 


Disability, Ageing and Carers, Australia: User Guide (cat no. 
4431.0.55.001) 


Basic Confidentialised unit record file (cat no. 4430.0.30.001) 
Expanded confidentialised unit record file (cat no. 4430.0.30.001) 


Information Paper: Disability, Ageing and Carers, Basic and 
Expanded CURF, Australia (cat. no. 4430.0.00.001) 


Table requests may be specified by e-mailing 
client.services@abs.gov.au or telephoning 1300 135 070. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
07/07/2011 09:17 AM 


This page last updated 31 October 2011 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The collection provides data on the number of divorces granted each 
year. Data include characteristics of each party to divorce (e.g. age at 
marriage, separation and divorce, country of birth); characteristics of 
the marriage (e.g. number of children, duration of marriage, ) and 
characteristics of divorce (e.g. type of application, state of 
registration, year of registration). Data are available by the State and 
Territory in which a divorce was registered. 


PURPOSE 

Data relating to divorces provide an indicator of family dissolution and 
can help to build a picture of family structure. Divorce registration 
statistics provide a unique measure of the social well-being of our 
society. The data tell not only of family formation but also of family 
dissolution for couples and children. This is important data for social 
program development and research. 


SCOPE 
All divorces granted in Australia during the reference year. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 
The unit of collection is all divorces made absolute during the 
reference year. 


See Demographic Estimates and Projections: Concepts, Sources and 
Methods, Statistical Concepts Library on the ABS website 


Main outputs 

Number of divorces, Crude and age specific rates divorce rates, 
median duration of marriage, median interval between marriage and 
final separation, ages of parties at marriage and at divorce, children 
impacted by divorce, birthplace of divorcing parties . 


Classifications 

Age (5-year groups and single ages) 

Marital status 

Country of Birth - Standard Australian Classification of Countries 
(SACC) 


Other concepts (summary) 
not applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 


Comments and/or Other Regions 

Data is available at a state/territory level based on the location of the 
court at which the divorce application was filed. This does not 
necessarily reflect where the applicants are usually resident as 
people will generally file for divorce at their nearest court, regardless 
of state or territory boundaries. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Annually 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
Divorces data have been collected and published for each year since 
prior to Federation. Some changes to content of the collection 


occurred when the Family Law Act 1975 came into operation 
throughout Australia in January 1976, repealing the Matrimonial 
Causes Act 1959 which had been operative since 1961. The 
Matrimonial Causes Act established uniform grounds for divorce, 
superseding State and Territory laws. 


In February 1995 the Family Court of Australia introduced new 
application forms and the following details ceased to be obtained: 


Postcode and State of separation. 

Rites of marriage 

Number of children over 18 years 

Previous marital status of husband and wife 
Number of previous marriages of husband and wife 
Occupation at separation of husband and wife 
Date of first arrival in Australia of husband and wife 
Duration of residence of husband and wife 


Because of this and budgetary constraints, ABS processed only 
limited details on divorces in 1995. These details were: 


State or Territory of registration; date of birth of parties; age of parties 
at marriage, separation and divorce; duration of marriage until 
separation and divorce and sex of applicant. 


Introduction of Federal Magistrates Court 2000 


Since September 2000 Family Court Registries have supplied data 
on divorces granted by both the Family Court of Australia and the 
newly formed Federal Magistrates Court of Australia (formerly known 
as the Federal Magistrates Service). The Family Court of Australia 
(FCA) and the Federal Magistrates Court (FMC) are independent 
courts of justice that have concurrent jurisdiction in some areas of 
Federal Law, including Family Law. 


Due to the opening of the FMC and the transfer of cases that has 
occurred between the FCA and the FMC it is possible that the 
number of divorces granted in the year 2000 may include a small 
number of duplicate records. It is estimated by the FCA that the 
numbers are statistically insignificant (about 0.02%). An initial lag in 
the introduction of FMC hearings in 2000 and the subsequent 
processing of the backlog in 2001 may account for some of the 
decrease in divorces granted in 2000 (5% decrease compared to 
1999) and increase in divorces granted in 2001 (11% increase 
compared to 2000). In 2004, 91% of divorces in Australia were 
administered by the FMC compared with 64% in 2003, 58% in 2002 
and 51% in the first year of operation (2001). In 2004 the FCA 
administered only a handful of divorce cases across all states and 
territories. The FMC administered the vast majority of divorces in all 


states and territories except for Western Australia where the Family 
Court of Western Australia administers all divorces in that state. The 
FMC administered a higher proportion of divorces in all states and 
territories for both 2003 and 2002 (except for Western Australia). 


Changes in provision and processing of data from 2002 


The FCA provided the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) with 
monthly tapes (or electronic files) containing divorce data from each 
Court Registry as well as the FMC and the Family Court of Western 
Australia. Discussions between the FCA and the ABS during 2002 
and 2003 determined that the monthly tapes provided to the ABS by 
the FCA would be replaced with an annual data file from 2002 
onwards. Implementing the new arrangements, which included 
changes in both the FCA and ABS data processing systems, led toa 
delay in the release of 2002 divorce data and the unavailability of 
country of birth data for 2002. 


The new arrangements for data provision between the FCA and ABS 
incorporated a review of data item requirements. Based on 
stakeholder consultations and discussions with the FCA, the ABS 
decided to cease the collection of the following data items from 2002. 


Characteristics of divorce 
Marriage place 


Characteristics of husband and wife 
Occupation at application 


Changes in provision and processing of data from 2005 


In 2006, a memorandum of understanding was arranged between the 
ABS and the FCA in relation to the annual conduct of the divorces 
collection (1 August 2006 to 1 July 2008). The MOU encompassed 
the 2005 divorces publication. The FCA agreed to provide annual 
specified summary data tables in CSV format to the ABS based on 
agreed edits and calculations detailed in MOU. In 2004, divorces 
were initially processed by the FCA before being put through 
mainframe edit processes by the ABS. 


Data are stored electronically from 1977. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 
Data availability comments 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
12/08/2008 07:34 AM 


This page last updated 11 September 2014 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


User funded survey of South Australian households. SA State 
Supplementary Survey topic selected by State Statistical Priorities 
Committee for this year was moved to March - May 1991. The vacant 
slot for October was then available for this user funded survey. 


PURPOSE 


To provide planning information for the key energy utilities and the 
SA Government. To determine the relative importance of different 
energy sources for major types (cooking, water heating, room heating 
and cooling) of demand. Assess trends in the use of appliances and 
energy types. Assess impact of energy conversation measures and 
substituting of one fuel for another. 


SCOPE 
Households living in SA in private dwellings except: 


e members of the permanent defence forces; 

e certain diplomatic personnel of overseas governments, 
customarily excluded from census and estimated populations; 

e overseas residents in Australia; and 

e members of non-Australian defence forces (and their 
dependants) stationed in Australia. 


Coverage 


As per the Labour Force Survey, coverage rules are applied which 
aim to ensure that each person/household is associated with only 
one dwelling, and hence has only one chance of selection. The 
chance of a person/household being enumerated at two separate 
dwellings in the one survey is considered to be negligible. 


Persons/households who are away from their usual residence for six 
weeks or less at the time of interview are enumerated at their usual 
residence (relevant information may be obtained from other usual 
residents present at the time of the survey). 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 
Information was collected from households in South Australia on: 


Appliance usage (heating, cooling, cooking) 

Fuel types used 

Dwelling structure 

Use of insulation 

Demographic and household characteristics 

Household income 

Permission to obtain energy consumption (12 months) details 
from energy utilities 


Main outputs 
Unit record files are available on request. 


Available tables include: 


e Appliances/facilities used for 1980, 1983, 1985/6, 1990 
e Appliances/facilities by household income 
e Type of energy used by location of household 


Classifications 
Basic demographic classifications (Such as age, Sex) are used. 


Other concepts (summary) 


Not applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
South Australia 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


Data is not available for small areas. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Adhoc 


Frequency comments 


Unlikely to be repeated unless funded by clients. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


Similar surveys have been conducted in Nov 1980, June 1983 and in 
1985-6. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


Data has been published in ABS Cat No. 8207.4. Customised data 
services are available to clients on request. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
04/01/2006 09:36 AM 


This page last updated 16 April 2018 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The Domestic Use of Water and Energy Survey was conducted in 
Western Australia (WA) in October 2006 as a supplement to the 
Monthly Population Survey. It presents information on water and 
energy usage and appliances. Data items include the type and use of 
heaters and cooling units, use of bores and rainwater tanks, type of 
hot water system used, type of water using appliances (e.g. washing 
machine, dishwashers, toilets, showers, baths), details of garden 
watering systems, whether the household has a pool and/or spa and 
if so, whether it has a cover and/or is heated and whether the 
dwelling has an electrical safety switch. 


PURPOSE 
The Water Corporation requested a repeat of the 2003 Domestic 
Water Use state supplementary survey to: 


e assess the number of households that have Waterwise products 
and if households have adopted Waterwise behaviour; 

e assist in their review of the Waterwise rebate scheme in 2007; 
and 

e forecast water demand based on more current data. 


The Office of Energy, incorporating the Sustainable Energy 
Development Office and the Electricity Reform Implementation Unit 
require data to: 


e assist in the development of initiatives in relation to demand 
management; and 


e gain a picture of the energy efficiency features of WA dwellings 
e.g. type of dwelling construction, insulation and availability of 
fuels. 


The Department of Consumer and Employment Protection - Energy 
Safety Division require data to: 


e understand the extent of household use of unflued gas heaters in 
response to recent health concerns raised over the use of these 
appliances; and 

e assist in the development of regulatory and educational 
programs to increase the safety of Western Australians in their 
homes. 


Western Power require data to: 


e assist in planning for pressure placed on electricity supplies by 
increased air conditioner usage and avert another crisis as 
experienced in WA in February of 2004 with a day of power 
blackouts. 


Department of Environment require data to: 


e assess the impact of the department's current education 
programs (Waste Wise and Waterwatch); and 

e assist policy decisions involved in promoting the sustainable use 
of water and energy. 


Department of Housing and Works require data to: 


e assist in assessing water and energy efficiency strategies for 
current WA housing constructions; 

e monitor the preference of group housing and how it relates to 
water and energy efficiencies in dwellings; and 

e assess the types of appliances currently in public housing, in 
particular gas versus electric. 


SCOPE 

The DUWE survey was conducted as a supplement to the ABS 
Monthly Population Survey (MPS) in October 2006. It was conducted 
on a subset of the full sample of private dwellings in WA that were 
included in the MPS. It covered all persons who were usual residents 
of private dwellings except: 


e members of the Australian permanent defence forces; 

e certain diplomatic personnel of overseas governments, 
customarily excluded from censuses and surveys; 

e overseas residents in Australia; 

e members on non-Australian defence forces (and their 
dependents) stationed in Australia; and 

e persons living in sparsely settled areas of WA. 


Coverage rules were applied to ensure that each person was 
associated with only one dwelling, and hence had only one chance of 
selection in the survey. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 
Not applicable 


Main outputs 
Dwelling Characteristics: Sources of energy or fuel in dwelling, Age of 
dwelling, Whether dwelling has roof/ceiling insulation. 


Cooling and heating: Whether household has an air conditioner or 
evaporative air cooler, Number of air conditioners or evaporative air 
coolers used, Type of air conditioner/cooler used most often, 
Whether air conditioner/cooler used most often is fixed or portable, 
Number of months air conditioner/cooler used most often is used, 
Whether household has a heater/heating, Number of heaters used 
most often, Type of heater used most often, Whether gas heater 
(used most often) was portable unflued, Number of months heater 
used most often is used. 


Water sources: Whether household was connected to mains water 
supply, Whether household had a rainwater tank, What the water 
from the rainwater tank was used for, Whether household uses bore 
water, Whether household shares a bore with other households or 
properties, How many households or properties share this bore. 


Water heating: Energy source for hot water, Type of hot water 
system, Type of booster for solar hot water system. 


Water using appliances and facilities: Whether household has a 
washing machine, Type of washing machine, Whether household has 
a dishwasher, Whether household connected to sewerage or septic 
tank, Number of toilets used (inside and outside), Type of toilets, 
Number of single flush toilets used (inside and outside), Number of 
dual flush toilets used (inside and outside), Number of showers used 
(inside and outside), Type of shower heads used, Number of normal 
flow shower heads that are used (inside and outside), Number of 
water efficient shower heads that are used (inside and outside), 
Number of baths used, Number of indoor spas used. 


Garden water use: Whether household has any gardens or lawns, 
Whether mulch was used on the garden in the last 12 months, 


Whether household has reticulation, Whether reticulation was 
automated, Type of reticulation control, Use of reticulation, Use of 
different reticulation zones when watering, Methods of watering 
garden beds and/or lawns by reticulation, Methods of watering 
garden beds and/or lawns other than by reticulation, Whether reused 
water in garden. 


Swimming pools and outdoor spas: Whether household has a 
swimming pool, Type of swimming pool, Whether swimming pool had 
a cover, Use of pool cover in the warmer months, Whether pool 
heated, Energy source used to heat pool. 


Spas: Whether household had an outdoor spa, Whether outdoor spa 
had a cover, Whether outdoor spa heated, Energy source used to 
heat outdoor spa. 


Electrical safety: Whether dwelling has electrical safety switches, 
Main reason electrical safety devices are not installed in dwelling. 


Classifications 

Relevant ABS, National and/or International classifications and 
standards will be used. Where these are not available, the survey will 
aim for consistency with other ABS surveys. 


Other concepts (summary) 
Not applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Western Australia 

Labour Force Region 

Capital City Statistical Division 


Comments and/or Other Regions 
Excludes persons living in sparsely settled strata 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Once Only 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
State supplementary survey topics vary each year. The 2006 survey 
is a partial repeat of the 2003 state supplementary survey on 


Domestic Water Use. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


Data will be available in the publication ‘Domestic Use of Water and 
Energy, WA' (ABS Cat No. 4652.5). Additional data will be available 
on request as a chargeable service. 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The WA Domestic Water Use (DWU) survey is a once only collection 
covering water-using appliances and the water-use behaviours of 
households in WA. It collects domestic water use data from 
households in a sample of private dwellings and includes information 
about sources of water supply; types of hot water systems; use of 
washing machines, dishwashers, dual flush toilets, water efficient 
shower heads and baths; types of fixed airconditioners; use of mulch 
on the garden; methods used to water gardens/lawns; re-use of 
water; types of swimming pools/outdoor spas and use of pool/outdoor 
spa covers. Estimates are available for households in WA classified 
by area of usual residence (Perth/Balance of WA), region of usual 
residence, household type, household size, dwelling type and tenure 


type. 


PURPOSE 

The purpose of the collection is to understand the patterns and 
characteristics of water use by households in WA. In a time of water 
shortages, data relating to household water usage is important for 
water demand management. The information collected will assist 
water service providers, state and local governments and other 
interested organisations in developing appropriate and effective 
behavioural change strategies to encourage water conservation 
among WA households. 


SCOPE 


The DWU survey was conducted as a supplement to the ABS 
Monthly Population Survey (MPS) in October 2003. It was conducted 
on a subset of the full sample of private dwellings in WA that were 
included in the MPS. It covered all persons who were usual residents 
of private dwellings except: 


e members of the Australian permanent defence forces; 

e certain diplomatic personnel of overseas governments, 
customarily excluded from censuses and surveys; 

e overseas residents in Australia; 

e members of non-Australian defence forces (and their 
dependents) stationed in Australia; and 

e persons living in sparsely settled areas of WA. 


Coverage rules were applied to ensure that each person was 
associated with only one dwelling, and hence had only one chance of 
selection in the survey. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 
Not applicable 


Main outputs 

Households: sources of water supply, water heating, indoor water 
use and outdoor water use data items, by geographical area, by 
household characteristics and by dwelling characteristics. 


Classifications 

Geographical area is classified by the Australian Standard 
Geographical Classification (ASGC). Estimates are published at the 
Major Statistical Region level (Perth/Balance of WA). 


Other concepts (summary) 
Not applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Western Australia 
Major Statistical Region 
Statistical Region 


Comments and/or Other Regions 
Not applicable 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Once Only 


Frequency comments 


Not applicable 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
Not applicable 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 

Key data from the DWU survey are published in Domestic Water 
Use, Western Australia (cat. no. 4616.5.55.001). Additional data from 
the survey is available on request as a chargeable service. 
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